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we conceive it clearly and strive toward it we are mounting to
the highest levels of moral development.
We may now understand the nature of character, that goal of
all educative effort. Character is just the organized self—the
organization of our instincts and sentiments into the master-
sentiment. Character is strong when the organization is close
and comprehensive; it is weak when there are loose ends lying
about, as it were—when there are stray, unorganized instincts
and sentiments acting more or less independently of the self.
But high moral character is more than this, including, as it
must do, moral sentiments and ideals organized under a clear
conception of an ideal self.
Character, however, is not wholly the result of nurture.
There is little doubt that individuals are natively endowed with
instincts in relatively varying strengths, and these differences
are bound to result in differences of character. Moreover, we
have a second native basis of character in temperament. Tern-
"^ perament is a native mental quality which has, in the main, a
physical basis: modern psychology agrees thus far with the
medieval philosophers who ascribed temperamental differences
to the amount of the various * humours3 in the body—the
choleric, the phlegmatic, the melancholic, and the sanguine.
It is known that the chemical changes going on in the tissues of
the body affect the nervous system and therefore the mental pro-
cesses ; that the workings of the digestive and muscular systems
affect our mental life; that the mode of working of the nervous
system itself is natively determined; and that the secretions
of the ductless glands, such as the thyroid, have far-reaching
effects on the mind of the individual. Such bodily factors are
almost wholly determined by heredity., although they can be
influenced by dieting and drugs; and one cannot doubt their
importance in our mental life. Although they colour our char-
acter, however, they do not determine its shape. A high moral
character is possible to every sane individual. Native difler-
ences in temperament are merely the bases of individuality	
the bricks out of which a character can be fashioned.
The problems surrounding the nature of will are some of the
most difficult which arise in psychology and ethics.   It would

